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Agenda

The conference will include plenary and parallel sessions on the following themes:

Opening plenary: The current crisis – meeting the challenge

Closing plenary: Uniting for an alternative: the way forward for the movement

Speakers include:  Jeremy Corbyn MP; Pierre Laurent, President, European Left Party; Sevim Dagdelen MP, DieLinke, Germany; Bob Crowe, General Secretary, RMT; Billy Hayes, General Secretary, CWU; Sonia Mitralias, CADTM, Greece; Professor Walter Baier, Vienna,Austria; Annick Coupe, Solidaires, France; Piero Bernocchi, COBAS, Italy; Marisa Matias MEP, Left Bloc, Portugal; Olivier Besancenot, NPA, France; Lindsey German, Stop the War Coalition, UK; Max Banc, Attac Germany; Lee Jasper, BARAC, UK; Professor Costas Lapavitsas, SOAS, University of London; Elisabeth Gauthier, Transform! Europe; Len McCluskey, General Secretary, UNITE; Senator David Cullinane, Sinn Fein, Ireland; Michelle Stanistreet, General Secretary, NUJ

Parallel sessions:

          o The Eurocrisis – causes and solutions from a progressive perspective

          o Speakers: Elisabeth Gauthier (Transform, France), Professor Costas Lapavitsas (SOAS, UK), Professor Michel Husson (IRES, France), (Steffen Stierle (AttacGermany) Facilitator: Hugo Braun (AttacGermany)This session covers the causes of the Eurocrisis and opens up perspectives for our movement to counter the crisis. With respect to the causes, we argue along three lines:

                + state indebtedness as a consequence of the 2008 financial and economic crisis and a lack of fiscal policy coordination

                + macroeconomic imbalances in the Eurozone

                + speculative attacks on financial markets.

            We suggest concrete policies measures in order to tackle the causes and problems named above:

                + a fiscal union with higher taxes on corporations and property

                + closer macroeconomic cooperation including also the punishment of surplus countries like Germany

                + an effective regulation of financial market

                + Youth and Students

    * One answer to the debt crisis in Europe : Citizens’ debt audit initiatives

Speakers :

Professor Costas Lapavitsas (Greek initiative for a debt audit), Andy Storey (Afri – Ireland), Myriam Bourgy (CADTM – Belgium)

Chair : Jonathan Stevenson (Jubilee UK)

Different initiatives are being taken in Europe by movements to face the debt crisis. Debt audit is one answer brought by the movements in the public debate. People should not pay illegitimate debt and debt audit should be use to define which debt is illegitimate and which should be paid back. This workshop will focus on two countries – Greece and Ireland – and will give an general overview of the different debt audit initiatives in Europe.

                            * Mobilising against austerity

                            * Migrant workers and Schengen

                            * The new rise of racism, Islamophobia and the far right

                            * Women, austerity and resistance

1) Presentation of the goals and actions of the “Initiative of women against the debt and the austerity measures”. Information about the contacts we have already done in Europe. Speaker: Monika Karbowska (CADTM France and Poland)

2) Women, debt and the austerity measures in Greece. How can we transform a tragedy into an opportunity to intervene in the society and build a mass women’s movement!  Speaker: Sonia Mitralia (CADTM, Greece)

3) Women in the Eastern Countries defend themselves. Two examples of Poland: Trade unions’ actions against poverty of women. Speakers: Elzbieta Fornaczyk, trade unionist in the super markets (Trade Union “August  ‘80”)  and  Grazyna Durkalec, Movement of Social Justice of Walbrzych)

Chair: Claire Solomon, (ULU and CoR)

                      # Alternatives to the crisis

                      # Economic governance and the crisis of democracy at EU level

                      # Taxation and Tax Harmonisation in Europe

                      # The cost of war: imperialism and recession

                        Speakers include: Sevim Dagdelen MP (Die Linke, Germany), Kate Hudson

                        (CND, UK), Chris Nineham, (Stop the War Coalition, UK)

                      # LGBT

                      # Disability

                      # Health

                      #  Education – No Europe for the Young:Speakers: Xavier Diez , Deputy Spokesperson  of the Unió Sindical de Treballadors de l’Ensenyament de Catalunya (USTEC-STES, Union of Education Workers of Catalonia). A primary school teacher from 1988 to 2006, he is now Professor of Contemporary History at the Universitat Ramon Llull of Barcelona. Author of works on the history of culture and 20th century Spanish social movements, he also writes regularly in the Catalan press.Professor Ken Jones, Department of Educational Studies, Goldsmiths, University of London

                        Elettra Anghelinas, from Cobas – Italian Teachers Union

                        Professor Pat Ainley, Department of Educational Studies,Goldsmiths, University of London

